THE HONORABLE 
THE KNIGHTS CITIZENS 


7 band Burgeſſes in the Commons 
Houſe of Parliament Aſſembled- 


pd I c | bumble Remonſtrance and Petition, exc. 


ovens | 


& Hat when wirh griefe of heart-wee re» 
member the innumerable grievances 
ſuffered by us and the whole King- 
# come for many yeares before this Par- 
Fy  liament,in matters that-concern'd our 
 Rcligiov, the libetic of our perſons, 
aa and "cedome of our Eſtates: And call 
m inde our earneſt defires of attaining a through repa- 
io a by the. wiſdome and pe of. Parliament, in the 
I plary punifhmenrt of thoſe who had been authors 
Finftruments ro ſubvert the power and puriry of our 
lipion, -and the auncicntuſt conſtirution of Govern- 
EO irits are confounded withins to conſider 
( by the Thi ee -and reſdlution of rhis. 
ar anent) weatejuſtly from thoſe — 
the 


| f 2) 
the B.ſhops and many. others the known. promoters-of - 
Azbicraty Governmens., And full-Remonſtrances'made- 
of the {njuries done by-Papiſts and others of: the Mi'ig. 
nant; party, and their; wicked intentioas, diſcovered xo. 
extirpate the Proteſtant party in the three Kingdomes : 
After the Proteſtation taken with great ſolemaity by | 
the people of the Land. And afterall your m:ny.and un«. 
' wearied labours (which with all thankfulnes we acknow. 
. Iedge)toreduce us from miſery and fears,and to eſtabliſh: 
and unite us withthe other Kingdomes upon the laſting 
foundation of truth and peace. By which your proceed- 
ings the well-afleed party of the Kingdome were juſtly 
invired to adhere unto you : and to reveale and lay ou: 
themſelves as well by bearing of Armes as large Contri- 
butions for the advance and. maintenance of this moſt 
juſt and neceſſary,warre,:with'a full reſoturion to' ſtand 
or fall with you. And your being poſſeſſed of the King- 
domes ſtrength as well by Seaas Land,and ofthe affeRi-- 
ons of the people ſtill manifeſted by their -readines from. 
all Quatters to riſe and appeare. in conſiderable bodies. 
for the carrying on of this juſt and nadoubred Cauſe. 
W hich with the many deliverances from plottsand trea-- 
ſons, and the viRories already obtained uponalt reſolved 
- attempts, afforded great aſſurance of a bleſſed-and. ſuc-- 
ceſſefull iſſue: That notwithſtanding all theſe and "many 
more your conſtant endeavours in the midſt .of high dp-- 
poſitions, There ſhould ſtill remaine before us as bitter. 
fruirs of the invererate malice of our reſtles enemies. 
(though oceafioned partly by the inſcnfibility of maty- 
amongſt ourſelvcs both 'in Citie and Kingdom) The mi- 
ſerable ſufferings of our brethren in 7reland, and in hu 
mane conjeQures the almoſt irrecoverable cfiate ofthat 
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( of which the Army raiſed agsinft 
the Parliament conſiſts ).as well to invire,.convey hither, 
and enterrain the 1riſh Rebells, as to garherand increaſe 
themſelves into formidable forces. The indulgent uſage 
and eſcapes of many diſcovered and accuſed Traytours, 
whichadvanceththe-Kings defigneabroad,and ammates 


the cvill party here at home: ſome of them being raken 
in aQuall warreagainſt the Parliament (a crime voted tori,meda, py. 
be treaſon,and they to be proceeded againſtasTraytors) 575, 


whileſt divers worthy Members of this honourable 


Houſe, and many others well-affeRed to the Parliamenc 


taken'priſoners bythe Kings Forces, have beenuſed in a 


moſt inhumane manner. The frequent printing and dif- 


perfing of the Kings Declarations, and many ſcandalous 
bookes, deſerving exemplary puniſhment;By which and 
by the 'Prelaticall and ſcandalous Clergie, have been 


ſowedtheſceds of ſedition and inſurrection, inciting to 
the violaring of Magiſtrates and others rhe moſt ative 


and well-aftecd of rhis Cirie, The ufuallmiſcoaſtruing 


andperverting that ſuppoſition of Law, That Kings cav 
doenowrong , which being never intended ( as wee con- 


ceive.) of his perionall commands and aQtions, is not- 


wichſtanding.made uſc of ro maintaine them, and there- 


by. in a myſterious manner ro deceive the.people. All 


which with rheir probable conſequerices, wee have ſo 


ſeriouſly conſidered, That as well from the conſiderati- 
on thereof, as to che end the beſt men ( your chicfeſt 


friends ) may be eſtabliſh:d. in-thetruth, and the unre. 
ſolved our brethren and neighbours (who out of miſ. 


uided-confciences for want of a full and poſitive fatiC- 


faQion and determination of the principles of our Go. 


vernment chicfly ſtagger , and to our ſoules griefe re. 
maine unſatisfyed through of \ contratietie of rhe i 
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and your Commandsand Declarations.) may be infor- 
med and we hope reclaimed, VVee crave leave bumbly 
to recollet and Remonſtrate what are our appreheni. 
ons, groundedas well npon right reaſon as your owne 
Declarations being here colleted , which: are there gif. 
pers't, concerning the true forme and ſtateof onr Engliſh. 
Government, not doubting butyon will continue thar 
ſpirit and courage which juſtly. moved you to declare 
and publiſh thoſe convincing truthes and reſolutions: 
Which apprehenfions of ours are. 


Petition-of = 717, Thatthe ſatety of th le is the Supreme Law, 
CG and is the foundation and 20 Of all juſt Government,” 
x4-Dec,1642. eyen Of Parliaments themſelves, which alone are in this 
'  Kingdome ordained to be: Judges of and providers for 
the ſafety of the Common-wealth : being limited by no- 
-Cuſtomes, no Preſidents, nor Statutes made by former:. 
Parliaments, but may juſtly doe-whatſoever is goodin . 
LikDecl. 265.their underſtandings for the ſafety and freedome of the-. 
people: 4745 


; Lib.Decl.705-- 2, That originally the Supreme pewer being in the - 
> of 7s ROW: whole people, Parliaments were by them conſtituted:to_ 

Ws manage the ſame for the preſervation and well-being of - 
the Common. wealth : So as properly .in the Parlia- 
ments of England afing forthe ſame doth rhe Supreme - 
power reſide , from whoſe judgements there is no ap- 
peale, being preſumed ever to intend the proper intereſt - 
of the Common-wealth, that is, the ſafety and. free-. 
dome thereof, it being the higheſt of treaſons through . 
feare or favour to negleRor betray the ſame. . 


Lib. Decl.7 14. w That all juſt Magiſracy..in this Kingdome is a- 
| eee | pover 
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 powercreated by the Kingdom and Parliaments for the 
execurion of Laws,or to governe the people in freedome 

and fafety according to the Laws, And is a matter of 

truſt onely for the good of the people, and to be regula- 

red by the Supreame power, Itbeing moſt agreeable to 

reaſon that thoſe who by the conſent of all are intruſted 


with the making of Laws, ſhould dire& thoſe that are to 
put the ſame in execution. 


4. Thatall Magiſtrates and Officers of the Kingdome Lit,Dec.zor; 
are accomprable to the Parliament , for that otherwiſe 792» 793 


the ſafety and freedome of the people would not be ſuf. 
ficiently provided for, 


5. That the King (though the chief Magiſtrate or Offi: riv.med.z07;- 
cer of the Kingdome) doth not perſonally judge in any Aa ae on 
Court, nor can of right interpoſe his perſonall command &; 85 atom 
or judgement againſt the proceedings thereof. 


6; That the calling of Parliaments never was(of right) LibDecl.z0r; 
abitrary at the Kings will, but a truſt annext to his OF 702: 
ice : And of duty tobe called every yeare according to 4. z9,z. 14. 
Statutes made in the time of Edward the third , which 36-Ed.3.10.- 
were declarative of the Common Law. 


7+ That theuſage of paſſing Bills of right and juſtice 14.24) 106, 
in Parliament by the King,is but matter of forme annext 715+: 
to his Office and nor left to his will : For otherwiſe the 
lafety and freedome of the people ſhould depend upon Lib.Decl.7 144. 
his will, and ſuch proceedings of Parliament be made 7% 7%% 
voyd by his aſſumed negative voyce. 


8. Thatche diſſolving of Parliaments is alſo a matter Lit. Dec. 703; 


"HO 
of forme belonging to the Kings Office, and not left ar: 
 bitrary to be cifſolvedar his pleafure-withour conſent of 
"bo h Houſes ::For then all the effaires of Parliament 
would neceſſarily depend upon his ſole will, ro proceet - 
or conclude, not according tothe Supreme 'Law ( the 
ſafety of the people ) but the pleaſure of the'King. The 
Parliament being never of right heretofore nor hereafter 
Lib.Ded.yoz. tobe diſſolved uncill themſelves fignifte that the generall 
704. affaires of the Kingdomeare tully ſetled. 


L4.Dect.2673 9g. Thatto Parliaments for the:Kingdomes ſafety doe 
july apperraine the ſtrengrh of the Kingdome, the dif- 
poſing of our perſons, propriety of our eſtates, and the 
tranſaRting of the great affairesof peace and warre,where- 

in the Kingdomeis concerned, which for any other per- 

ſon or Councell to aſſume or inploy otherwiſe then in 

the Kingdoms right, and for it's fatery, is unjuſt, arbitra- 

 _  ry,and tyrannicall. 


Lib. Dech208, 10, That the Kings perſonal and yoluntary abſence 
Mover —_ from Parliament, whereby his Office therein is not dif- 
publiſhed by Charged, neither is nor of right can be any hindrance to 
Aurhocitie of the making of laws: or other proceedings. of Parliament 


Parliaments cr the good and ſafcty of the Kingdome. 


All which wee humbly concciving tobe undoubted 

- fundamentalls of our Government, Ic is our hearty defire 
© * and prayer, That before it be too late the judgement of 
the Kingdome may be fully ſerled in the right-under- 
ſtanding of the truth and equitie thereof, and no longer 
ſcruple in their obcdience to the Supreme power , whel 
the-Kings Commands are contrary. That it may be cx 
mined wherein the ſafery and intereſt of'the Conner 
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wealch have ſuffered prejudice, either by the impunitie 
of Delinquenrs, the violation of our Lawes, or pervert- 
ing-the Conſtirurionsof our Government, that the au- 
thors thereot be made known andſeverely puniſhed,and 
divine Juſtice which cryes for vengeance fully ſatisfied, 
Thar the juſtnes of the preſent warre, which ( for the 
glory of God, the Government of Chriſt, the regaining 
and maintenance of our liberties, and the Kingdomes de- 
fence againſt- utter deſolarion )* is undertaken by you, 
maybe more fully yet made knowne tothe world; atid: 
that neither you nor we have done the King any wrong. 


"That the priviledges of this higheft Courr may be kept 


inviolable, and where that Supreme power hath been in 
any wiſe ſuſpended or ecclipſed , ſuch a redrefſe may be 
madeas becomes the greatneſle thereof. That nomem.- 
bers of Parliament who have been or ſhall appeire in this 
uonaturall warre againſt you be readmitted, and fpeciall” 
care taken that ſuch onely be continuedand placedin the 
publique ſervices and imployments of Parliament and 
Kingdome,-as bave given full teſtimony of their zeale, 
judgemenr, and fidelity. And though our defices are, 
That their portion may be to perith in inteſtine warres 
that delight in them , yer they likewiſe are, That the 
Kiogs returne to his Kingly office and the Parliament in 
a well fetled peace ( which wee daily pray for ) may ne- 
ver be purchaſed by. fuch conditions as thereby either to - 
leave the truth and life of our Religion and Laws unſc- 
cured, or give opportunitie to involve us and our poſie- 
ritie in perpetual! thraldome, That the Nationall Cove- 
yenant already concluded may be with ſuch ſpeed and 
care perſonally propoſed, that thercby the well-affected 


of the. Kingdome being both inhearts apd hands united; . 


our friends from foes may. be. diſtinguiſhed , and wee 
thereby 


(8) 

thereby enabled to preſerve and defend our ſelves; both 
in peace and warre. Thar you would alſo .confider that 
the eyes of Chriſtendom are upon Englands Parliament, 
and thar publique andprivate prayer and dayes of Faſting 
in this aud many forra!gne Nations are ſet apart and 
powred forth ro Heaven, as for your perſons-ſo to pro-.. 
duce your conceptions and beginnings of a perfect refor- 
mation untoa glorious birth, -For your faithfull indea« 
- vours wherein, as you have ingaged your ſelves (though 
you ſhould-periſh in the worke) ſo be pleaſed ſtill to 
conclude, that whileſt with undaunted Reſolutions you 
perfiſt therein, you ſhall notfinde in us, ( nor wee hope) 
.1nthe reſt of the'Kingdome any detection in thie further 
expoſing of our lives and livelihoods for th advancing 
. and crowning of fo good a cauſe. For our love and.zeale. 
to which onely wee have in all humiliry and faithfulnes 
preſented theſe our apprehenſions and defires,ſubmirting 
the ſame to your grave Wildoms. 


